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West Carleton’s Students’ Council has Plans for the Future
 Written by Cameron Davis

 Hot on the heels of a successful Halloween spirit week, Students’ Council is 
already hard at work planning for future events this year. A big event that happened 
was the Battle Of The Grades spirit week which ran from November 16th-20th. The 
Battle Of The Grades spirit week (BOG) worked by having all grades on separate 
teams and competing against each other. The spirit week was chocked full of differ-
ent spirit days with a different theme for all our grades to compete in. Every spirit 
day, students had the chance to win points for their grade by dressing up. The more 
people in your grade that dressed up, the more points your grade earned, and by the 
end of the week, the grade with the most points was awarded a discount for the Os-
cars event in April! Each grade had their own special colour to help represent them 
during the week. Grade 9s were blue, grade 10s were red, grade 11s were green and 
finally, grade 12s were purple. Lastly, to finish off the spirit week, we had a dance 
on Friday November 20th at 7 PM! This dance had a Battle Of The Grades theme 
with each grade wearing their specific colour. Tickets were sold for the entirety of 
the spirit week.

Here are all the spirit days from last week:

Monday was Pyjama Day.

Tuesday was Seasons Day with grades 9s as winter, grade 10s as fall, grade 11s as 
spring and grade 12s as summer (a tough one when it’s in the middle of winter!).

Wednesday was Pattern Day with grade 9s in plaid, grade 10s in stripes, grade 11s in 
polka dots and grade 12s in floral.

Thursday was Good vs Evil day. On this day, grade 9s and 10s were dressed as good 
and grade 11s and 12s were dressed as evil.

Finally, Friday was Colour Day with each grade in their respective colours: blue for 
grade 9s, red for grade 10s, green for grade 11s and purple for grade 12s. The event 
for that day was a dance-off in the foyer. And don’t forget about the BOG Dance 
that same night at 7 PM!
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Addy Strickland, Awarded Governor General’s Caring Canadian Award.
 Written by Fariel Latrous

Addy Strickland, a student from West Carleton Secondary School, was awarded the Governor General’s 
Caring Canadian Award. Created in 1995, the Governor General’s Caring Canadian Award recognizes individuals 
who volunteer their time to help others and to build a smarter and more caring nation (n.a., 2015). The award also 
highlights the fine example set by these volunteers, whose compassion and engagement are so much a part of our 
Canadian character. It allows the community to thank them for their contributions and for the positive impact they 
have had on the lives of others. The Caring Canadian Award consists of a letter, certificate, and a lapel pin present-
ed to recipients by the governor general or by lieutenant-governors, territorial commissioners, mayors, members 
of the Order of Canada or partner organizations (n.a., 2015). 

Strickland was nominated by her art teacher Ms. Graff, without being apprised of this. Strickland says she 
felt “surprised, [she] wasn’t even told that [she] was nominated”. Evidently this was unforeseen by Strickland 
and left her speechless as she says. According to Ms. Graff, a teacher from Huntley Elementary School, Strick-
land demonstrated leadership skills and perseverance at an early age when she joined the elementary school’s 
“Character Crew”. Her journey towards being a recipient for the Caring Canadian Award thus began. Afterwards, 
Strickland attended a variety of leadership camps in addition to speaking at Huntley’s coffee houses. Furthermore, 
Strickland founded the social justice group at West Carleton Secondary School. In fact, just last year, Strickland 
single-handedly organised, promoted, and carried out a book drive for Africa, mainly at West Carleton Secondary 
School, St. Michael’s Elementary School and Huntley Elementary School. She raised 4500 books to donate to 
students in Africa. Individuals from Stonecrest Elementary School also pitched in for this cause, as well as a large 
amount of members of the community. Overall, Strickland managed to raise over $3000 for the shipping of the 
books that will happen sometime in the near future by visiting schools as well as community groups and organis-
ing evenings with local authors to promote reading locally and globally. 

Currently, Strickland is organising a social initiative with her own website named “The Dream Catcher”. 
This website gives the opportunity for people to discuss their dreams for the world, have Strickland illustrate their 
words, and then see these dreams shared with the world via this site. In the future, Strickland hopes to realise her 
dream of opening social justice workshops in various elementary and secondary schools. For more information 
about Addy Strickland’s social initiative her website www.dreamersoftoday.org holds additional details and plans 
for the future. “It was hard to imagine that this was the same young lady I had worked with at an earlier age”, says 
Ms. Graff.
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Interview with Mr. Halpin 
 Interviewed by Chris Copil

 Since West Carleton is a school with an increasing number of students and new staff members every 
year, very few know anything about the new staff members or even when new staff are hired. Mr. Halpin, 
West’s new English, Geography, and Civics teacher, answered questions about himself for both students and 
staff members.

Q: What five words would you use to describe yourself?

A: I would say, helpful, and athletic. I don’t know if it has to be one word, but I would say willing to make sure 
that everybody knows what they’re doing, how they’re doing it, and, extremely intelligent.

Q: What made you want to become a teacher?

A: I had really good high school teachers when I was in high school who kind of put me on the path. It seemed 
like they had a really cool job, and they had fun. So I decided to stick with that, and everything has been work-
ing out so far. I love it; just being able to take part in the day to day things in a school is awesome.

Q: What do you like most about teaching high school students?

A: The sense of humour of high school kids is good. I enjoy the chatter, which might counter what some people 
might see from me in class, but I enjoy the chatter as long it’s directed somewhere smart. In the end the chatter 
is good, the jokes are good, and you’re able to have a conversation. A level of reasoning is there, so that’s good. 
Q: Other than English, what was your favorite class in high school?

A: Geography was probably my other favorite. As soon as I took grade nine geography, I wanted to do every 
geography style class I could in senior years.

Q: Have you ever wanted to do something other than become an English teacher?

A: Yeah, my other option if teaching didn’t work out was going into radio broadcasting or something with 
music. I enjoy listening to music and I enjoy having music on in the classroom. That was my other option, 
something in the music industry. Probably not playing music because the skill is not there, but something where 
I could listen to music all day. 

Q: What is the last book you’ve read for yourself?

A: I’ve enjoyed books that I’ve read for school, but it’s been a very long time since I’ve read a book for myself. 
I’ve read a biography of Anthony Kiedis, the lead singer of the Red Hot Chili Peppers. That was probably the 
last book I read for myself.

Q: What is your point of view in terms of homework?

A: I do my best to give the students the amount of time they need to finish an assignment in class. If that work 
doesn’t get done in class, it becomes homework. There’s not many times that I will say, “and this is on top of 
everything we’ve done and it’s homework,” I will say, “here is what we’re doing over the next few days, here’s 
your time to work on it. It should be enough time, and if you are not working then you’re giving yourself home-
work.” That’s my attitude towards homework, students give themselves homework with me.
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The Crow
        Written by Melissa Vapit

Many of students have been amazed by the 
beautiful art showcase in the hallway at West. With 
textures and details, these incredible pieces of art 
are something hard to miss! It is easy to tell these 
artists have worked incredibly hard with their cre-
ations, yet one piece really stood out. The Crow, by 
Conrad Stolwyk, is a drawing difficult not to love! 
The head, beak, body, legs; everything about the 
crow looks incredibly real. So talented artist Con-
rad Stolwyk, was interviewed for more information 
about his artwork and himself.

Conrad Stolwyk’s inspiration for his sketch 
was all based on contrast, texture, and just some-
thing to pop out and capture anyone’s attention. 
And boy, it sure did! He also included that he had 
wanted to draw something that would help him 
practice his technical skills as well. Unfortunately, 
the drawing has no deeper meaning, however, it 
is still elegant and beautiful. Surprisingly, Con-
rad does not draw much as a hobby and doesn’t 
sketch often. His first major introduction to art was 
his grade nine art class with teacher Ms. Moore. 
Though, he definitely is a natural born artist. Con-
rad also likes creative design and just drawing as a 
sort of entertainment.
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Movie Review: Passchendaele 
 Written by Quenten Penney

 Passchendaele is part unabashed romance and part horrific and quite graphic war story.

 In film, World War One has been a neglected war compared to the more morally unambiguous Second 
World War and the more recent Vietnam War. As well, films that aren’t about American participation are just as 
neglected. Passchendaele fills that void. It was a brutal and dirty war where our soldiers paid in blood for Can-
ada to be recognized as a nation. Moreover, they got the job done. Without fanfare or banners, farm boys and 
clerks from a colony became the elite fighting formation of the western front.

 The movie moves quickly and switches between home life and battlefield with surprising ease and ef-
fect. The movie makes the audience care about the characters when they are at home living their lives, and then 
fear for them at war. While the battle scenes are quite brutal, they are not sensational or exploitative. Having 
the scenes sensational or exploitative would defeat the great effort this movie takes in showing how men had to 
cope with life after the war and the memories of what they lived through.

 Undoubtedly there will be cynics who will decry some moments as contrived or melodramatic, but these 
are the small-minded who have missed the real emotion of this film. The film depicts all of the above, the price 
each paid, in physical and emotional pain, in lives lost and friendships made.

 Many people have put forth criticisms regarding holes in the historical details of the Film. However, this 
is not a film about the wars’ specifics, as much as it is a film about people. The battle of Passchendaele may be 
one of the contexts surrounding the characters, but it is the characters that predominate the emotional ebb and 
flow of the film. This is a portrayal of human beings - fallible human beings - who are thrust onto the battlefield, 
abroad and at home, while still remaining human. It is the story of people trying to hold on to the relationships 
that are inherent in all of us, when confronted by the overwhelming tribulations of a World War (which affects 
the communities they call home as well as the battlefield). 

 The film conveys passion and desire amongst the insurmountable propriety of the times, in contrast to 
the preponderance of human connection within a tempestuous social climate. When hard times prevail, we only 
have our humanity and others to rely on in order to maintain ourselves.

Rating:☆☆☆☆½ out of 5 

What’s coming out!
Deadpool -is scheduled for release on February 12, 
2016

Ghostbusters (2016)-is scheduled for a July 15, 
2016 release

Creed-It is scheduled to be released on November 
25, 2015- the 40th anniversary of the date of the 
opening scene in the original Rocky.

Star Wars Episode VII: The Force Awakens-will be 
released in 2D, 3D, and IMAX 3D on December 
18, 2015
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Advice Column
Dear Layla,

 I just transferred to this school and I have 
no idea how to fit in. How can I make new friends?

-New Student

Dear new student,

 Welcome to West Carleton Secondary 
School! There is no need to worry about mak-
ing friends at West. There are so many clubs and 
events to give you the perfect opportunity to go out 
there and say “Hi.” Here at West, we hold school 
dances, spirit days, and even a pumpkin smash-
ing event so students can freely express their true 
selves. Some clubs that may interest you could be 
the book club, anime club, rugby, soccer, basket-
ball, foods club, concert band, and jazz band. Not 
too interested in those? Don’t worry, that was only 
the tip of the iceberg.     

 It may be rough at first, but those who stay 
still and silent will always have a harder time. So 
don’t be afraid about fitting inside a certain clique. 
Think about how you can introduce yourself to the 
person sitting or standing close to you. The infinite 
possibilities will guide you to your place of be-
longing.

Best of luck,

 
Layla

Inside Ride
 Written by Abinaya Sivathanu

  West Carleton participated in the Coast to 
Coast Inside ride charity fundraiser for the fifth 
year in a row! The event took place on Monday 
November 9th, at the high school West Carleton. 
Inside ride is an indoor cycling event, where teams 
of six cyclers with creative costumes cycle for ten 
minutes each to raise money for childhood cancer. 
One hundred percent of all of the money raised goes 
to amazing charities that help children with cancer. 
Each participant raises a minimum of fifty dollars, 
with teams raising a minimum of three hundred 
dollars to secure a spot in the event. Last year the 
school raised just under $9300, and the goal this year 
was to raise over $10 000. This is year West Carleton 
raised $11 235 beating the amount raised last year by 
nearly $2000!

  Inside ride is a fun and enthusiastic event 
that is for a great cause, everyone is encouraged to 
participate in following years!
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